K MacGREGOR

Mi" MAcGREGOR, Mr. Bpeaker, a
réat-many Mémbers of Congress, of the
press, and a large segment of the general
public have often questioned the discre-
pencles between various figures and
cinbing made by the administration and

" to the Cuban situation. The most re-
vent - exainple: of these -differences is
whether the 1t} £sians are actually with-
drawing troopss from Cuba or are merely
rotating thers, bringing in new men as
they take out jome already there. Per-
haps the foillf wing editorial from the

i7% April 29 New Mlork Times gives at least

partof the atigver:
{ From the Nr;‘h York Times, Apr, 29, 1863]
(JKY LY INTELLIGENCE
Afe US -fhy clligence estimates being
7 colored or 2 pio med by poliey?
«-.. The difyffrits between Presldent Ken-
- nedy and ‘$fas or Kparise about how many
Soviel wéfrds 1 Cubm could reflect & serious
weakpeaf §i uar claborate apparatus the
Naticu®p ¢ djtan s tor collecting and evaluat-
3 on which policy must be butit.
w1 s not new (o0 this administra-
‘W v originate with the Cuban
wiien Intelilgence hecomes, as it
today, the very cornerstone of
3 jLaost superhuman pbjectivity is
J}} " the part of our inteliigence
;- a3 estimates and evaluations
< f 10CIey. Intelligence, ' 1t 18 to be
. ofg A} vy must be completely non-
adg d .
wre e"‘% 1eominitiee, which has been
iétlr Ip#os} pating the Cuban crisis, hes
¢ £51 3% sonskderable evidence that the
L - pydmates of ‘lust summer and
to the “it con’t happen here”
.. 3yu prevalent in’ Washington,

C‘certnin’ Members of Congress in regard -

the Natiou's top Sm'iet‘Ob

FOIAb3b

perts that Premier Khrushchev would nevor
risk installlng Russian miasiles in Cuba ap-
peara to have influenced inost of the intelll-
gence judgments tliut reached the President

4

in that period. The awakening ied to a con- .

centration on misslles only, that caused us
to downgrade the significance of the small
Soviey forece that had been sent to Cuba.
Today, the buasie differences hetween the
Prestdent and his ericies conceru the size of
this foree, and whether 1t 1z being reduced.
Both Mr. Kennedy and Senator KraTING are
getting thelr information from the same
source --Government intelligence agencles.
But. hecause Cuba has become a partisan
issue. it s not eusy for the Lop level estimates
that reach the President to remain coin-
ptetely objective. The men who provide these
judpments are uppointees of the President's
own administration. Glven the present cen-
tralization of intelligence activities, it s
especially herd for minority views, which
migitt happen to be right, to reach the top.
This problen will not be helped by the
eppointment of Clark M Clifford to replace
Dr. Jumes R. Killlan. chutrman ¢f the board
of directors of the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, as chalrman of the Foreign
Intelligence Advisory Board. The board was
established as a resuit of a recommendation
of the Hoover Commission in 1958 to monitor

continuously CIA and other Intelligence °

activities.

Mr. Clifford has a brilllant mind, but, as a
long-time troubleshooter for the Democratic
Party, he 1s inextiricabiy associated with '
partisan politics. He replaces a skilled and
objective sclentist-admintstrator. The seleo~

tion is at best unfortunate. It is bound to -

gEilve the impression that our intelligence
activities will now be monitored——not by a

chairman who is an expert in the fleld—but

by one who is essentlally a politiclan. y, :




